Inspecting a Pearson 35 / Larry Bragg / 3 November 2007


First Look at a Pearson 35 
Once you have found a Pearson 35 that you think you might be interested in, this, hopefully, will be a good start at giving it a serious look. 

Previous (to inspection)
Spend some time checking out the premier Pearson 35 website.  www.pearson.35.com.

Make sure the broker (owner) knows you are coming and that you expect someone to be there, with a key, and the ability to start the engine!   A rebuild will cost 5K and take 6 months of your time.  A new engine can run 15-20K.  The engine is one of the most critical things to get a feel for.  Should you become seriously interested in the boat, the engine needs to be checked out by a good mechanic

Show up ready to inspect the boat.  Have loose fitting clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty.  Bring a bag with a tape measure, screwdrivers, small hammer, knife and a good, big, flashlight.  Have a clipboard with a checklist of things to look for and ask about.

Start by looking at the boat 

What condition is the topside woodwork in?  Is it bare teak.  Six coats of varnish, recently cetaled, what?  If it is painted over, was it given several good coats of varnish prior to painting?  (if not saturated with varnish first, you will never get the “real wood” back).  Does the hull shine?  Does the gel coat have serious cracking? Ask if it has been painted or repaired recently. What does the deck and non-skid look like?

Are the sheet winches regular or self-tailing?  A self-tailing upgrade will cost $2000

What shape is the running rigging in?

Are the spreaders wood or aluminum?  If wood, are they the original?  A spreader upgrade is $400.  How old is the standing rigging?  Look especially hard at the turnbuckles.

What kind and how many anchors?   Are there anchor rollers? What are the rodes?  If you become really interested in the boat, later, pull out each chain and rode for the entire length in order to inspect.  Does it have an anchor winch?  Does it work? How?

Does is have a roller furler for the jib?  What kind? How old?

Pay particular attention to where the mast is stepped on the deck.  It should be flat and firm.  A slight indentation can mean compression problems (more on mast compression later)

Start at the bow, and taking baby steps, walk the whole length of the deck and cabin top, bouncing your weight, looking for any obvious soft spots. Sound any spots with a hammer.  Pull on the lifeline stanchions. Do they move at the deck? If you get to the point of hiring a surveyor, have him use a moisture meter on the deck.

Now start the engine

Does it start right up?  How does it sound?  Check overboard exhaust for signs of oil.  Ask if it is original, rebuilt, replacement etc.  If rebuilt, by who. Tell them to leave the engine running

Go below and start at the bow.

Remove the two V berth cushions and place in the main cabin

Open the door to the anchor locker and get in as far as you can.  On the newer models, the opening is not real good but on the older, you can get half way in.  Is it a divided anchor locker?  Having a divided locker is much much better than not..  Is it clean, or hasn’t been looked at for years.  Look (with flashlight) for backing plates, evidence of leakage, etc. Look at hull to deck joint.  If there is an anchor winch, there should be a full plate backing it, not just bolts and washers. Anchor rollers should have backing plates.

Coming out of the anchor locker, there should be a cover.  Lift it up and there should be some storage on top of the forward water tank.  There should be an inspection port.  Look in the tank.  Is there water in it?  If not why? Check out the piping.

On the port side, there should be another cover. Under it should be the holding tank. Look at the holding tank and all the plumbing.  Find out if there is a macerator discharge pump for pumping it out.  Check out the Y valve.  See if you can reach and operate it easily. Look for the overboard discharge hose and thru hull for the head.  It should be in the small closet under the three drawers on the port side.  It most likely will be frozen in the open position.  Make a comment about the valve not being operational.  Note -- All thru hulls should be double banded with stainless steel bands and stainless steel screws.

Moving back

The two closets on the starboard side.  Clean, neat?  In the aft closet there may be a hose with a loop running to a thru hull gate valve (newer models) this is the discharge to the shower.  You should also see two chain plates.  Look for rust, leaking etc.  In both closets you may be able to see the hull to deck joint

In the head.  Shelve above should be able to see chain plates and hull to deck joint.  Door below, should be a thru hull for the sink discharge.  Door under sink, plumbing and wiring.  Try operating the head. If head door is a slider, make sure it slides freely. If it does not slide freely, there may be some mast compression.

Important—

Aft starboard corner of head are some small shelves and a square enclosure.  Inside this enclosure is the aluminum compression post for the mast.  It runs to the bilge where it sits on an oak block that is fiber glassed in.  What you have to do: go outside the head, lift the floorboard, stick your head down and in with a flashlight and see if you can see the oak block.  Stick it with a knife and see if it is solid.  If not solid, there may be the potential for mast compression. You can see what I mean on Pearson 35.com.   Under this floorboard is also a thru hull for the water supply to the head.  See how it operates

Move back to main cabin

Shelf to port you should be able to see another chain plate and the hull to deck joint.  Behind settee should be shelving and storage space.  To starboard is pilot berth.  Close to bow end is cover for chain plate (remove 2 screws to look at). Under both settees should be water tanks with ports.  Look in tanks.

Floorboard in center of main cabin should lead to caps for centerboard pin.  Ask when last time centerboard cable was replaced.  On newer models, there will also be a pump for pumping out shower.  Ask to see it operate. On older models, a compartment and float switch should be under bench at forward port end of main cabin. Fill it with some water to see if it works.

Stove.  If it is a non-pressurized alcohol stove, it will be pretty simple to operate and no real problem. If it is pressurized alcohol, it is just a matter of learning to operate it.  If it is a gas stove, ask to see it work.  Make sure the solenoid is working (it is a law you have to have one)  The solenoid should be a switch that you flip and it lights up when the gas is flowing.  Check the hoses from the tank to the stove to make sure it is approved gas hose and not some piece of garden hose attached

Above stove is shelving.  Should be able to see hull to deck joint

To starboard is ice box/refer.  Ask to see it run.  Ask how to turn on off etc. Above is shelving and should be able to see hull to deck joint.

Aft on the counter next to the sink, is the centerboard winch.  Take a look at the wire and rope on the drum.  Later, when in the cockpit, you may want to raise and lower the board. You could also have the broker do this while you look at the cable.

Last floorboard (at bottom of ladder) is the major bilge.  Check for clear water in bilge.  There should be a float switch for the automatic pump and, possibly, a hand operated, overboard pump. Somewhere there should be the salt water inlet for the engine.

Engine
At this point, the engine should have been running for a half hour or so.  Open doors and shine in light.  Look for smoke, smell, oil, loose belts, etc..  Go outside and look at exhaust for signs of oil etc.  Shut off engine.  Look for position of oil and fuel filters and difficulty of changing them.  See if engine has a drip pan under engine.  Older models usually do not, so oil, fuel etc just drains into bilge.  Ask owner how he gets to stuffing box to work on it.  Sometimes you can go over the engine, sometimes in from one of the cockpit lockers. Look at the heat exchanger.  Ask when last cleaned.  Find out about engine anodes.

Cockpit

Open and empty both seat lockers.  Get down inside and see what you can see.  Try to get at the stuffing box.  Note the location of the water heater (starboard) batteries (port) and anything else.  On the older models there will be two (one each side) fiberglass pipes to drain the cockpit.  On newer models there will be rubber hoses and sea cocks  (bet they are frozen open)  Personally I think the fiberglass pipes are sufficient and a lot easier to take care off..

On the cockpit sole, there should be a plate that is easily opened for emergency access to the rudder post.  Check to make sure there is an emergency tiller that fits this on board.

If weather permits, roll out sails to look at.   Sails are probably the cheapest thing on the boat.

Have owner show all electronics and how to operate.  Ask to see any/all equipment manuals he has.

Get idea of how many spare parts are on hand.  Has the owner “stripped the boat”? Get idea of how the boat was used..

Think long and hard.  It is a buyers market, but once you get a P35, you are going to want to own it for a long time.

Make sure to have a good survey and the ability to procure reasonable insurance as part of the purchase contract.  

Interview several surveyors and make sure they actually know something about Pearson 35s.  The surveyors I’ve dealt with have claimed to, but, on survey day, it is obvious they have never seen one before, nor looked up any real information.  To them it is just another sailboat.

It is standard practice to make an offer, than have a survey.  Brokers will try to set a short time for a commitment.  I’ve never understood why you can’t have a survey first and than make an offer.  Like I said, it is a buyer’s market--
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